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Michael Fleming, Outgoing CEO (October 2022) and co-founder, Torc Robotics 

Michael Fleming is the founder and outgoing CEO of Torc Robotics, which is commercializing Level 4 
autonomous trucks in partnership with Daimler Truck, the global leader in the market.  

After competing as a student for Virginia Tech in 2004 and 2005 DARPA Grand Challenges, Michael 
founded Torc with a mission to save lives by commercializing self-driving technology. In 2007, Torc 
developed its first generation self-driving technology stack for team VictorTango, which finished in 
third place. Since then, Fleming has led Torc in deploying its technology across the trucking, 
automotive, transit, mining and defense industries.  

Torc was one of the first self-driving technology firms to implement its software on heavy-duty 
vehicles commercially. Torc’s technology has been used for commercial applications in the 
automotive, transit, mining, and defense industries. “There is a major difference between 
demonstrating the technology and commercializing it for self-driving products and solutions,” he 
explains. “We are fortunate to have great people and partners.”  

Michael also has a relentless focus on the business case for the technology and finding solutions for 
real world problems. Over its history, Torc partnered with Caterpillar, the U.S. Department of Defense, 
and Transdev, the world’s largest mobility provider. In 2019, Daimler Truck acquired a majority stake 



in Torc, presenting a new opportunity: commercializing self-driving technology in the trucking 
industry with the world’s largest truck OEM.  

Fleming earned his B.S and M.S. in mechanical engineering from Virginia Tech in 2002 and 2003. He 
served as a research associate with Virginia Tech from 2004 to 2006. In recognition of this 
extraordinary Torc.ai2 career achievement, he was inducted into Virginia Tech’s Mechanical 
Engineering Society of Distinguished Alumni. 

 

 

John O'Leary, President and CEO, Daimler Truck 

John O'Leary is President and CEO of Daimler Truck. He has also been Member of the Board of 
Management of Daimler Truck Holding AG since December 1, 2021. In this function, he is responsible 
for the region North America and the brands Freightliner, Western Star and Thomas Built Buses. He is 
also Member of the Board of Management of Daimler Truck AG. 

John was born in the state of Washington, USA. In 1986, he graduated from Seattle University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration. Additionally, he completed the Executive Development 
Program at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, USA. Prior to joining Daimler, he worked in 
the electronics industry for three years and the following eleven years at Paccar, Inc. 

He has previously held other positions for Daimler Truck and Freightliner including Chief 
Transformation Officer & Head of Mercedes-Benz Trucks; Senior Vice President & CFO; Senior Vice 
President, Aftermarket; President & CEO, Thomas Built Buses;  Director, DTNA Restructuring Program; 
Director, Internal Audits; and Senior Manager, Corporate Accounting.  

 



 

Stefan Kürschner, Chief Financial Officer, Daimler Truck 

Prior to becoming CFO at Daimler Truck, Stefan served as the Senior Vice President of Aftermarket, 
where he led DT’s aftermarket functions, including customer experience, dealer service, distribution 
network development, parts sales, marketing and distribution, Alliance Parts, and Detroit Reman. 
Under his guidance, DT led an uptime revolution that both achieved its original goal of the three-day 
turnaround on vehicle repairs, and then reset that goal to 24 hours or less. And, under his leadership, 
DT is already achieving that targeted metric for almost 70 percent of repairs. 

Prior to his four years as Senior Vice President of Aftermarket, Kürschner transformed the Mexican 
market for DT, revitalizing both the Daimler Truck Mexico workforce and the dealer network. 

Over the course of his 26-year career with Daimler, Stefan has held a variety of management positions 
around the world including in Germany, Argentina, Brazil, Spain, Mexico and the United States. He 
holds a master’s degree with emphasis on logistics and international management from the 
University of Mannheim, Germany.  

 



 

Dr. Peter V. Schmidt, Incoming CEO (October 2022), Torc Robotics 

Peter V. Schmidt has been the head of the Autonomous Technology Group for Daimler Truck for three 
years. Before leading that organization, he managed the strategy organization for Daimler Truck, 
where his focus areas included the Chinese market, autonomous technology, electrification, 
connectivity and digital transformation.  

Dr. Schmidt also previously led Daimler’s global product and platform management for medium and 
heavy truck engines worldwide, as well as holding roles in engine production and plant management. 
Before joining Daimler, Dr. Schmidt was a principle and consultant at McKinsey & Company serving 
the automotive industry. 

Peter holds both undergraduate and doctorate degrees in physics from Heidelberg University in 
Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

torc.ai 


